@ GETTING CLOSER
Lesson #3 and discussion questions for home fell owships

PREPARATION:

This is the first of several lessons that we will devote to the key topic for groups —
relationships. We truly believe the relationships that the people build in the group are the
key!!! It isnot the structure of the church, or the talents and skills of the Pastor that keep a
group together. It cannot be emphasized too often or too strongly, that you, as the leader,
must provide an example to develop an attitude of trust and intimacy within your group.
You need to be open, honest, and completely trustworthy in your own Christian
relationships. You need to be a man (a woman) of integrity! Y ou should always do what
you say! Never say what you don't do! Never expect people to do things that they don’t
see in your lifel Let’'s give a simple example. At one of the meetings, you ask people to
pray for 15 minutes daily during the coming week. At the next meeting, someone
questions who prayed daily. It appears that you didn’t! Would it lift you up in the eyes of
the group as their leader? Would they think you are trustworthy? Watch your words and
actions!

This time you will be teaching from parts of Paul's letter to the Philippians. It is a model
for building and nurturing Christian relationships in your home fellowship. Read Acts 16,
the letter to the Philippians. Ask the Holy Spirit for illumination. This will provide
excellent preparation for this lesson.

PURPOSES:
1. To understand Paul's relationship with the Philippians as the example for us

2. To share some of these feelingsin the group
3. To apply these qualities to our own Christian relationships
4. To strengthen relationships within the groups

DIGGING DEEPER:
Acts 16:11-40, Romans 1:7-10, Philippians, Colossians 1:3-12, || Thessalonians 1:2-6

CREATIVITY FOR MEETINGS

God isthe creative God. According to Genesis 1:1, the first act of God wasthat “ ... He
created.” As people, made in the image of God, we also possess creative potential. We
don't have to fall into arut of following a set of rules or formulas to keep the group going.
We possess God's creative potential as we listen to the Holy Spirit and implement His plans
for our group. The sky isthe limit! Here are afew ideas to get the brain stimulated!

Share Your Testimony. Especially when anew group starts, it is encouraging to have one or
two people share their personal testimony at each group meeting. Hearing what God has
donein others livesis encouraging. It can give hope to others. It aso helps group members
get to know one another

Prayer Partners. For larger groups, have prayer partners who keep in touch during the week
with phone calls, notes, etc. It means that you divide the group membersinto “prayer
couples.” When two people get in touch with one another on the regular basis, they cometo
know each other. They learn each other’s needs. They pray for each other over the phone,
when visiting each other at home, etc. This helps people in the group to come to know each
other in avery personal way and establishes relationships. Please be wise when making
prayer partners. Try to avoid a single man and single woman as prayer partners ministering
to one another. It can lead to attraction to one another, or even sin. Change partners
monthly. In several months time, by partnering in prayer, you can get to know othersin the
cell much better.

L esson #3

Date

Notes:



OPENING PRAYER/WORSHIP (10 minutes)

"Lord God: We come to Y ou with thanksgiving and joy for our relationship with You and other
believers. We ask that Y ou open our minds and hearts so we may grow in our relationships with
each other as Y our servant Paul did with the Philippians.

(Special prayer requests and/or thanksgivings may be added here.) In Jesus name. Amen."

ANNOUNCEMENTS/SPECIAL OFFERINGS (5 minutes)

GETTING STARTED (20 minutes)

Have each group member share one feeling they consider important in a close Christian
relationship, even if they've never had one. Make a list of these feelings for reference later in
discussing Paul's feelings for the Philippians. Ask group members why they consider the chosen
feeling important. Have them share this information with the group. (Remember to encourage
all members to share. Try to make sure no one feels pressured into sharing anything
uncomfortable. Make a discussion out of it.)

HEARING THE WORD (10 minutes)

Help the group members find this passage in the Bible. Encourage people to bring Bibles to the
group meetings. Ask them to read the Bible at home. Tell them that you can discuss the
questions they have at one of the meetings. If they are interested in it — make a “press
conference” group meeting. This is when people will ask questions and you (and, may be, other
members of the group) answer them.

Let's see what important features we can discover about Paul's relationship with the Philippians.
"Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saintsin Christ Jesus at Philippi, together
with the overseers and deacons. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. | thank my God every time | remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, |
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus. It isright for me to feel thisway about all of you, since | have you in my
heart; for whether | am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in
God's grace with me. God can testify how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory
and praise of God." Philippians 1:1-11

DOING THE WORD (10 minutes)
Ask the group,
"What features does Paul mention in the third verse that appears to be the basis of his
closeness to the people at Philippi?' (Thanksgiving, Prayer, Joy, and Love)
Discuss with the members of the group the importance of these four qualities (thanksgiving,
prayer, joy, and love) in building close Christian relationships as Paul did:
We should thank God for one another.
We should pray for one another.

We should be joyful for one another.
We should expect "love may abound.”

SHARING PRAYER CONCERNSANSWERS (5 minutes)

GROUP PRAYER (15 minutes)

Have the group members make a circle in the middle of the room and hold hands. Let them pray
for the person that stands to the right (you discussed each other’s need, so they should know) and
than for the person to the left. In this way, they will start feeling concern for each other. After
that, lead them, as the leader, in ajoint prayer for unity in the group.



